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REMARKS 

Favorable reconsideration of this application is respectfully requested in view 
of the following remarks. 

Appreciation is expressed to Examiner Walsh for the indication that Claims 3- 
10 would be allowable if rewritten in independent form. Claims 3 and 4 have both 
been amended to include the subject matter recited in independent Claim 1 1 , and 
Claim 1 1 has been canceled. It is thus respectfully submitted that Claims 3-10, 23 
and 24 are allowable. 

Claims 20-22 have also been canceled. 

With respect to the issue raised at the top of page two of the Official Action 
concerning the dependency of Claims 13-17, independent Claim 18 was 
inadvertently canceled in the Amendment submitted on November 17, 2005. By way 
of this Amendment, Claim 14 has been amended to recite the subject matter set 
forth in Claim 18 as presented in the Amendment filed on June 15, 2005. It is 
respectfully submitted that independent Claim 14 is allowable as U.S. Patent No. 
6,774,789 to Inaba etal. lacks disclosure of a door handle device comprising the 
combination of features set forth in Claim 14, including a frame comprising a main 
frame and a chassis, with the chassis comprising a case portion and a cover portion 
possessing the features recited in independent Claim 14. It is thus respectfully 
submitted that independent Claim 14 and dependent Claims 15-17 are also 
allowable. 

It is respectfully submitted that this application is in condition for allowance 
and such action is earnestly solicited. 

Should any questions arise in connection with this application or should the 
Examiner believe that a telephone conference with the undersigned would be helpful 
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in resolving any remaining issues pertaining to this application the undersigned 
respectfully requests that he be contacted at the number indicated below. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Buchanan ingersoll pc 



Date: April 17, 2006 



P.O. Box 1404 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1404 
(703) 836-6620 



By: 



Matthew L. Schneider 
Registration No. 32,814 
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